ADOPTED - MARCH 24, 2015
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION HONORING MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY’S SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS PROGRAM ON THE EVENT OF THEIR 35th ANNIVERSARY
RESOLUTION # 15 – 83

WHEREAS, during the 1979-80 academic school year in response to increasing reports of sexual assaults on or near campus, Michigan State University established one of the first university-based sexual assault programs in the country; and

WHEREAS, in 1979 students, Counseling Center staff, MSU officials, and other concerned citizens from the greater Lansing area began examining the need for a specialized program to serve rape survivors; and

WHEREAS, one courageous woman served as a tremendous force driving these discussions and community awareness of incidents of rape on MSU campus – Jan Leland, whose dedication and hard work helping survivors proved to be invaluable, she provided counseling to rape survivors as a volunteer, on her own accord, and helped raise community and University awareness with respect to sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, upon receiving funding to support a specialized unit to serve survivors of sexual assault, a 24-hour hotline, crisis intervention and referral, personal advocacy, individual therapy and educational outreach was established, later the program received additional support by receiving its first Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant, which enabled the program to see more clients and provide more services and support; and

WHEREAS, the first Registered Student Organization (RSO), MSU Sexual Assault Crisis and Safety Education Program, affiliated with the program evolved in the late 90’s, which provided student volunteers and greatly enhanced the stability of hotline and medical advocacy services to survivors, the RSO MSU Sexual Assault Crisis and Safety Education Program was renamed the MSU Sexual Assault Crisis Intervention (SACI) Team; and

WHEREAS, like all programs, the MSU Sexual Assault Program encountered its challenges, however, after 35 years in existence, the program continues to grow and become stronger.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Michigan State University’s Sexual Assault Awareness Program on the event of their 35th Anniversary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board appreciates their dedication and the many contributions they have made to the citizens of Ingham County and students of Michigan State University.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None   Absent:  Koenig     Approved  3/17/15
